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WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND DEMANDS

Of late the Human Rights Movement has come to the fore.
By his very nature and fact of birth the human being is said to have
natural rights. Later, the American Revolution came out with a Bill
of Rights. The French Revolution gave rise to a charter of the Rights
of Man. The Russian Revolution has reiterated and enlarged it in
certain spheres. The Indian Constitution has formulated Fundamental
Rights. As time passed and centuries elapsed after the rumblings
of dissent and protest on the part of women, they too have been
given an equal status in the constitutions of the civilised world. One
by one, the hurdles and hindraces to the onward march of women
are falling down. Women, constituting half of humanity are coming
into their own. The irrevocable link between human rights and
women's demands is becoming apparent and manifest day by day.
Yet, there is a great disparity between theory and practice. Benevolent
laws are there to be flouted; experience is different. Social reality
defies pious intentions. There is a lot of ground to be covered.

'Laws are not the only ones to be changed. Women's situation
has to undergo a transformation. No doubt, the Constitution of India
has given the right to women to contest for legislature and executive
bodies, say from the Panchayat to the Parliament. Yet, in reality,
women are denied these rights. The key positions in the polity are
not for them. The woman's progress is confined to flamboyant
declarations and speeches. Capable and talented women are unjustly
ignored on the ground of sex. This is the general condition. Two
or three women in high offices do not alter the situation. One swaltow
does not make a summer Naturally, all socially conscious women
are intensely thinking over the issue of overcoming male chauvinism
on the one hand and transcending the barriers placed by the present
social system on the other.

The dynamic women of the country have to formulate a policy
and programme for the emancipation of their sisters. Up-till now,
by and large, lack of self-confidence, initiative and perseverance has
contributed to the stagnation of the women's movement. Self-criticism
is the need of the hour A pian of action to be pursued with vigour,